Cell-mediated immunity in children with chronic cholestasis.
Cell-mediated immune response was evaluated in 14 children with long-lasting intra- or extrahepatic cholestasis. Cell-mediated immunity was clearly depressed in children with intrahepatic cholestasis while children with extrahepatic biliary obstruction had a more modest and variable degree of impairment. This finding may be related to the longer duration of cholestasis and the higher total bile acid level in the intrahepatic compared to the extrahepatic group. In particular, in children with Byler disease, long-lasting, severe intrahepatic cholestasis was associated with depressed cell-mediated immunity and recurrent severe infections.